Aldis Lama
Road Safety Expert
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Killed in Baltic countries (1991=100%)
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From 1991 the number of killed decreased:

4.9 times in Estonia, 3.9 times in Latvia, 3.2 times Iin
Lithuania.
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Road traffic safety indices in Latvia
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= the number of
registered vehicles has
increased 1.5 times as
well as traffic volume
1.3 times;

= the development of
road infrastructure is not
capable to meet the
increase of traffic
volume,

= unfortunately the road
quality continues to
deteriorate,

= despite this fact the
increase of road traffic
safety can be seen in
recent years. 3
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Risk to be involved in accident and
risk to be killed
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Killed and main changes in Traffic rules

1000 g From 1st of April, 1999:
» compulsory use of head lights at all time;
900 - » compulsory use of children restriction system;
» compulsory use of reflectors for pedestrians in darkness;
compulsory use of winter tires from 01.12 till 01.03;
800 % » use of mobile phone in vehicle only with hand free system;
R W
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From 1st of January, 1996:
500 — speed limit in built-up areas - 50km/h;

> mandatory use of safety belts, helmets;
400 - ~ mandatory use of head lights from 01.10. till 01.04.

From 1st of July, 2004:

300 - ~ introduced penalty point system;
» testing of riders of moped is mandatory for obtaining
license.
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1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
=0==Killed 997 787 724 | 774 660 594 567 677 652 635 558 559 532 516 442 407 419 316 254




g
Main principles of penalty point system
> The aim of the penalty point system is to separate the

malicious and regular violators from those who are driving
according to the road traffic rules.

» The essence of penalty point system — 1 to 8 penalty
points are given for one single offence which can generate
an accident (speeding, drink driving, non use of seat belt,
aggressive driving). Penalty points are not given to cyclists
and moped riders.

» Penalty points are valid 2 years. Points are valid 5
years for the most severe violations (8 points).

» Maximum number of points: 10 for novice drivers
and 16 for other drivers.
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Cancellation of penalty points

» Points are automatically cancelled after five years for the
most severe violations (8 penalty points);

» Points are automatically cancelled after two years for all other
violations (1 to 6 penalty points);

» Drivers are given the possibility to attend rehabilitation
courses for which 2 points will be written off. Drivers receive
letter making them aware of this possibility;

» Drivers reaching 12 points have to pass again a theoretical
test. 2 points will be written off if the drivers succeeds in
passing the mandatory theoretical test.
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Amendments in the Penalty point system

» Since October 14, 2005 - points are coupled with an
administration sanction of 5 to 15 days of prison if the
driver is caught driving with more than 1g/l of alcohol.

» Since October 13, 2006 — additional penalty point(s)
are given to the drivers for operating the vehicle without
technical inspection sticker and for violating the rules of
transportation of passengers
(not using a seat belt or child restrain system, as well as
transporting more passengers than indicated by the
vehicle’s producer).
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Measures to improve driver’'s behaviour
within penalty point system

> 4 penalty points - drivers receive a written notification
Inviting them to drive more carefully;

» 8 penalty points — drivers receive a letter to participate in
driver improvement courses — participation is mandatory;

> 10 penalty points — novice drivers: 1 year driving licence
withdrawal

> 12 penalty points — drivers have to re-pass a mandatory
theoretical test;

> 16 penalty points — experienced drivers: 1 year of driving
licence withdrawal.

10



Driver’s skills improvement course

When drivers reach 8 penalty points, they receive a written
notification about the amount of penalty points received and
the obligation to attend a Driver's skills improvement
course.

Driver’s skills improvement course is split into two parts
(each part is a three hours long lecture 3 x 45 min.):

»,Behavior of road traffic participants and factors that
can have an impact on it”;

> Assured behavior of a driver in different road traffic
situations”.

11



"

Problem of speeding in Latvia

Different statistics show that speeding is
widely distributed on roads of Latvia:

e Speeding is the reason for over 22% of all fatalities
registered in the last three years;

e Speeding made up to ~ 40% of all registered violations;
e The statistics of speed distribution on state roads show

that drivers exceeded speed limit by + 10km/h on main
roads by ~21% and on first class roads by ~16%.
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Ensuring the keeping of safe driving
speed for vehicles

Ensuring the keeping of safe driving
speed for vehicles is one of the main task
of "The 2007 — 2013 road traffic safety

programme”

+ Create public opinion of necessity to choose safe
speed,
+ Infrastructural measures of calming the speed,

+ Enforcement of speeding.
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Summary and Publication of Best practices in
Road Safety in the Member States

Nuced in Norway. Nowadays
as cover more than 1000 km

= From 1988 Speed cameras were
more than 300 stationary speed
of national roads;

= United Kingdom from 2001 implementediFixed speed cameras which
were located in sites where ocgufrence of Serious accidents is high
or the speed surveys have shown thg gast 20% of drivers are
exceeding speed limit;

speed enforcement is in use in
1 cameras are linked to a
s are decrypted and

= Since 2003 nationwide the Automae
France. All 1000 fixed and 509fmobile spee
central clarocessmg office wiferephotograr
checked by police officer

adn Netherlands from 2002. The
system does not measure nged at a certain point, but calculates
the average speed by means-efpassage time in a defined area.

http [ /ec.europa.eu/transport/roadsafety I|brag[Fubllcatlons[suprem
e c _handbook for measures at the country level.pdf

SUPREME

= Section speed control at
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The use of speed cameras in Latvia

+ The 2007-2013 Plan aims to increase the number
of checks for speed from year to year;

+ The 2007-2013 road traffic safety programme
declares that 100 speed cameras must be
implemented till 2013;

+ Four safety cameras were installed in July 2008 -
it was a starting point;

+ The tender for supply of 160 speed cameras is
ongoing at the moment;

+ The forecast is that all speed cameras will start
work on Latvian roads from autumn, 2010.
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Main conclusions

Road safety in Latvia has improved during the last years;

Despite of achievements the level of road safety in Latvia
Is worse than the average level of European Union;

To improve the road safety level it is necessary to
continue affect the road users:

To educate and train road users to behave safely;
To create public opinion about safe behaviour;

To enforce road users’ behaviour to behave safely;
To improve the infrastructure of road network;

To improve vehicle safety.
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Thank you for your
attention!

Aldis.Lama@csdd.govV.lv




